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Abstract Quaternary Loess Distribution Mid Cenozoic Loess

Loess deposits are key repositories of Earth's past environment, cli-
mate, and surface processes. Here we compare the middle Cenozoic
and late Paleozoic loessites to understand the climate conditions that
generated abundant silt grains and strong wind systems. The latest
Eocene-early Oligocene loess 1in the western U.S.A. and China oc-
curred during the rise of the North America Cordillera or Tibetan Pla-
teau and late Eocene-early Oligocene global cooling. Similarly, the
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